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“Quarters” 25 Y FE”

Kendall Heitzman 7 VXN « N[ Y=V
Japanese transladon by Takako Arai HAGER - FiHET

At restaurants along the way, my father would dig in his pockets for quarters and send me to the
entryway to hasten my own demise.

BBV OL R IV T, RIZET v bicFEED0RL, fARb D25 v MEES & YL
T, ENdrb, B BRRICLE > BRI~ RV L b DE o7,

I would feed a clutch of them to the vending machine and pull with both hands the knob

underneath one of the decals for Marlboro.

VEeEADENLE B ICEDbE, e AR DRy FH -2 5EFFO—2C, / 7TEHFT
§loiX3,

There would be a slight shudder deep in the lungs of the machine and a pack of cigarettes would
fillip gently into the bin.

OO BRAITHICBL, ZANTDHNRFIMICE - LT UrLs,

It was surprisingly light for a vice, not as heavy as the loud clang of a can of Coca-Cola or the

rattle of a bag of M&Ms ricocheting to the bottom;

ENiE, ZOBHEOD Y IV - DT3B T, aha—-FDERFF v EHTBL
EDLIICHBIL %L M&Ms DF a 2L —bPRBHIHFH DL TL BBV TH L,

how sad, somehow, to exchange so many weighty, nicked quarters for something made mainly of
an insidious wisp.

BLREELMIPER U, ZARKRESZIADEL TELELIFD 25 FEN, 5L &
2RI RLELI/MELF R R TR DT,

They took their lives lightly, this generation, and ours, too.

VOB DIEXECO, Zofid, ZLTEHIEI >BIKBRAT,

I wheezed down the dark highway, the car filling with smoke as we made our way west.

gl tnl, HEFRHOEIZ, ByEZEY ko, B~AR»IERTL Y Tl
To

As a teenager I resisted, just once, cracking a window somewhere in North Dakota in late
November and breathing in the bracing, clean air.

10ROPEL LT, ok—ERTOEE 7%, 11 ATHD/ —X - Ka Mo ETH T,
BEHD x-o ), RePTERLVLERERERS T &2,

My father told me to roll it up. “Pretty cold out there,” he said.

BR® B K5I RixM L%, [T LEN] | 258 o7

One time in summer, an old man in the hardscrabble Montana town where my father grew up
came out to meet us at the curb, his battered oxygen tank wobbling alongside him.

HBEICE, RVBo7eev 2 FOERFITICFEDEF VOB L IAN, B 2biLsniceo
TR, BEO~DIOWO X iR, FYavoBRE v 7B L5 K500 T,

How many quarters had he traded for it?

Z5%5kDic, #UDO 25V FEEZEPLEZON?



“Do you smoke?” he asked me, almost sounding like he was hoping to hit me up for a cigarette.
[Zovalid ? | LBIEF ok, B POL—ARDLWEEIREI 272,
“They’re pretty clean kids,” my father said, pretending I could breathe like anybody else.
[5bDF72biE, TATEDLPROE] ERWEIFo7. F2IDOFLRAL LI KIESPBEATE
% Bt IR TG,
“Well, don’t start,” the old man said to me, gesturing to his tubes in amazement, like he truly
hadn’t seen this coming over the past forty-five years.
[Ced, WbiwT] ¢BLIARE T SSERBBE, 25%32%24HLFHLEDS
ST B T RIRELRZC. ZOERF 2 —TEFRY T -T

After I was grown up, my father’s girlfriend came to live with him.

d, KA oD &, RIIF—-AVTL VY FLEEDL LERH T,

She brought a lot of boxes and only one rule: he had to smoke outside.

BRE SADEDREEEZ TR, F0ED, REYVEE-T, Zhidstcks e,

They had made the agreement in summer, when my father would take a deep drag and feel good
about his odds as he watched the crackle of the bug zapper, small lives flitting into the light and
blitzing out of existence.

RbL7DkZ0E T, RONELEoRY 253 %RZ BRI, NEBVOLENE DD T
HUToCHe AR ROo0kHb, iz KRHEET,

But winter came for larger creatures.

B, ZLwI0iR, REREEYDOEDITL > THKS,

My father would put on his coat, his hat, his boots, but no gloves because he needed to light the
cigarettes.

RiIZa—tr#FC, BFErEo8, FREIRXD b ofe, 2R KEMNTRTINIEROE
Wb,

He smoked two in a row, to make the most of the effort to go out there.

BT A, BoTLESIZ L, TN —HROBAIEY Eolz, HTEHTEDIT

One evening, it must have been close to Christmas, the wind howled and a fluffy snow came down
on my father’s head as he stood out on the deck, hands in his pockets, shivering and staring at the bare
trees.

7Y AR RITIELE D B, BIRX, MO X5 AESNLOBEIESTELY, F7 v McF
2D 0AH, BARERT X TEALALD, HIET Yy FIKiLo Tz,

“I feel terrible I'm making your father stand outside in winter. Maybe it’s too much,” she said to
my brother and me by way of apology as we sat together and watched him through the glass.

MEADIERTARBOCHLT, BLIGub, 2FAVETEL IR | E b RMICHE

ChBOBEEIE o, BHIFABLIL, ol 2o REROD AL, T,

“Leave him out there a while longer,” I said. “Pretty cold out there.”

55 LI ZDEE L] LEok, [BTBZL, B,

* 162 S /MEE LA 750 L [Japan UK Poetry Exchange} ®7:%, ~4 V= vdoFHE _Rb 5o T
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Drops

——After 'No One Is An Island' by John Donne

Takako Arai

You live in a seaside city, almost in the sea.

Swimming, snorkeling and shipping are variations upon ripples and waves.
No one is an island, nor a piece of a continent.

You are water, you all are drops of water,

Drip and toll softly and solemnly everywhere on this blue planet,
On this bloody planet.
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—Va Vv - EV [EFRLbE TR K&FET (AAEER FHETD)

EHIBAOELIFEATVSE, BLALYEBORM»LE>Thn,
ok, Bz e, MHcEBZLIE, KE/NEOLSEI L0,
EFRb B2k, KEOLPILTH NI,

BARIIE, BB ARALTTEDE,

HWoT, L, Vo%h VALY E, BEBLZAT, ZOFVWRED,
ZoMEALNORED,

¥ LWHEOI—u vy L WERDBV 0D ZFEEO—D0 B 24 M= Y v ERES%(2023.6.9~16)
CHEEINE, SEOTF <L, Va v FVORLEEHDTIHICX o T [NoOnels Anlsland |, HFF
HALZBICR, 2OFHEREI ALV LA EVEBOUTELL VI RENFRI-T 152 —% -0
Matthias Kniep 25 HFicH D, HWDDO TP LEFICHIML TH LD bk LIIR o7, thD 3
. b DOEBEICTIEAR, HEF 1 L 27 X —o® Katharina Schultens 3§ # SIC A>T, F
=T =V SV ES -G BRI X o TP A VBRI & TR Nz D ik, B DFEETH o 7z, Jeffrey
Angles ICHIFOEXF = v 72 L ThH b o7 LT, FFEICHBT 3,
YVav s £vDF [NoOnels AnIsland| iXBAF,

No man is an island entire of itself; every man / is a piece of the continent, a part of the main; / if a clod
be washed away by the sea, Europe / is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as / well as any manner
of thy friends or of thine / own were; any man's death diminishes me, / because I am involved in mankind.

/ And therefore never send to know for whom / the bell tolls; it tolls for thee. |

(Br3)
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MOM's QUESTION CAME AT ME through the phone: When are
you coming back to Japan?

Not this month, Mom. I've got too much going on.

Okay, I guess it's a good thing you're busy, she said.

But I'll come in August.
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The sun was shining. The sea was a vivid shade of green. A layer of
mist lung over the water. Then the depths of the water filled with light
as if someone had moved an invisible panel, letting brightness flow in.
T heard the piercing cry of black kites soaring over the water. On the
cliffs, the broadleaf evergreen bushes flourished, forming thick, dense
thickets. Hiding in the shade of the trees was an unmanned lighthouse
and a small temple dedicated to thirteen buddhas. When I tuned back
to the west, I could see the dead moving about in the light at the
farthest reaches of the sea.

1 could see them. They were stirring.

Did you see that? Oguri-san asked. Those are the souls of the dead,
they're in constant motion, they never stop, even for a second.
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Yokiko called me. Aiko called me. I answered and tumed around.
Ouch. The pain in my neck called out to me too.

Right then, the two of them slid down the long, long slope, seated
together on the sled. A high-pitched squeal. Oh boy! A shout of joy.
My gosh! A groan. Noway! Another shout of joy. Oh my god!

1 felt myself shake again. I shook until I felt myself.  exist. Here.
Meanwhile, they were shouting themselves hoarse. I'm alive, I'm alive,
I'm dlive, I'm alive! I'm alive, I'm alive, I'm alive!
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Zaho de Sagazan

Zaho de Sagazan, La Symphonie des éclairs, Disparate,

2023.

Bruno Lesprit, « La chanteuse Zaho de Sagazan réve
d'amour fou », Le Monde, 11 janvier 2023.
Odile de Plas, « Zaho de Sagazan, une voix qui
s'élance », Télérama, 31 mars 2023.
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